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SUBJECT: REPLACEMENT AIRCRAFT FOR F-104 

REF: A) BRUSSELS 457; B) STATE 66995 

1. DEFENSE MINISTRY'S SECRETARY GENERAL HIMLE 
RECEIVED DCM APRIL 4 TO DISCUSS AIRCRAFT REPLACEMENT 
QUESTION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF B. WHILE HIMLE WAS 
NOT EXPLICIT, IT WOULD APPEAR NORWAY HAS RECEIVED 
INFORMATION WHICH HAS PERSUADED IT TO TRY AND 
PUSH FORWARD MEETING OF FOUR DEFENSE MINISTERS. 

2. HIMLE SAID THAT NORWAY'S NATO AMBASSADOR HAD 
PHONED THIS MORNING TO REPORT THAT "FOUR AMBASSADORS" 
(PRESUMABLY NATO) WERE MEETING TODAY TO DISCUSS AIRCRAFT 
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Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



INFORMATION NATO AMBASSADOR CONVEYED, MOD'S CHIEF OF 
MATERIEL, GENERAL HAMRE, WAS GIVEN INSTRUCTIONS TO 
CONTACT DANISH, DUTCH AND BELGIAN DEFENSE MINISTRIES 
AND PROPOSE THAT DEFENSE MINISTERS MEET 
ON APRIL 30. (HIMLE ORIGINALLY SAID APRIL 29 AND 
CALLED LATER TO SAY THAT THIS WAS THE ONLY DAY THE 
CABINET COULD MEET (PERHAPS ON THIS QUESTION) AND 
THEREFORE APRIL 30 WAS BEING PROPOSED). AS MEASURE 
OF INCREASED URGENCY, HIMLE SAID THAT GENERAL 
HAMRE HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO PROPOSE FIRST WEEK OF 
MAY FOR DEFENSE MINISTERS MEETING DURING HIS EARLIER 
DISCUSSION OF THIS QUESTION IN COPENHAGEN, THE HAGUE AND 
BRUSSELS. 

3. HIMLE INDICATED HE TOO HAD RECEIVED INFORMATION 
THAT BELGIUM WAS IN SOME HURRY TO MAKE A DECISION, 

BUT SAID HE DID NOT SEE EXACTLY WHAT THE HURRY COULD 
BE SINCE IT WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING FRANCE HAD GIVEN 
BELGIUM UNTIL JULY 1 TO PICK UP MIRAGE OPTION. GENERAL 
HAMRE HAD ALSO NOT RECEIVED THE IMPRESSION WHEN IN 
BRUSSELS THAT A BELGIAN DECISION WAS IMMINENT; BUT 
HIMLE NOTED THAT, UNFORTUNATELY, HAMRE HAD MET 
ONLY WITH OFFICIALS IN THE AIR AND MATERIEL PROCUREMENT 
MINISTRIES, AND NOT IN THE DEFENSE MINISTRY. 

4. ASKED WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF BELGIUM FACED ITS PARTNERS 
WITH FAIT ACCOMPLI BEFORE APRIL 30 MEETING, HIMLE SAID 

HE ASSUMED THAT MEETING WOULD STILL TAKE PLACE. BELGIAN 
DECISION TO BUY FRENCH WOULD NOT PREVENT REMAINING 
THREE STATES FROM BUYING U.S. HE DOUBTED, HOWEVER, THAT 
BELGIUM WOULD PROCEED UNILATERALLY PRIOR TO APRIL 30 
MEETING. 

5. ACTION: MINISTER FOSTERVOLL HAS AGREED TO COME 
TO LUNCH ON APRIL 16 AFTER HIS EASTER HOLIDAY WHICH 
BEGINS THIS SATURDAY. GIVEN THE KEY ROLE WHICH HE 
OBVIOUSLY EXPECTS TO PLAY IN PROMOTING A CONSORTIUM, IT 
WOULD BE HELPFUL IF I COULD RECEIVE BY COB OSLO-TIME 
APRIL 15 THE LATEST STATUS REPORT ON THIS QUESTION. 

OBVIOUSLY, IT WOULD STRENGTHEN FOSTERVOLL'S HAND IF INTERESTED 
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U.S. MANUFACTURERS OR USG WERE IN POSITION TO OFFER FURTHER 
ECONOMIC SWEETNERS TO POTENTIAL CONSORTIUM PARTNERS 
PRIOR TO APRIL 30 MEETING (ASSUMING THIS DATE IS ACCEPTED). 

SHOULD FURTHER CONCESSIONS BE CONTEMPLATED, I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW 
BEFORE MY APRIL 16 LUNCHEON. BYNRE 
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